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CHAP. XL

The question of a man being able to injure himself is considered
both in universal and particular justice,

1. WHETHER it is possible for a man to injure himself or
not, is evident from what has been said; for one part of
justice is that which is ordained by the law in reference to
the whole of virtue 5 for instance, the law does not com*
mand a man to kill himself 5 but, what it does not com-
mand, it forbids. Again, when a person hurts another con-
trary to the law, not hurting in revenge, he injures willingly 3
and he acts willingly, who knows both the person, and the
instrument, and the manner. But he who cuts his own
throat through rage, perpetrates that willingly contrary to
right lawj which the law permits not, Consequently he in-
jures; but whom? is it not the state, and not himself? for
he suffers voluntarily; but no man is injured voluntarily.
Hence also the state punishes him, and a certain disgrace is
attached to him who has destroyed himself, as to one who
injures the state. Again, with respect to a man being un-
just, who only commits an act of injustice, without being
entirely depraved, [i. e. in particular injustice,] it is not pos-
sible for a man to injure himself; for this head of injustice
Is different from the other; for the unjust man is in a man-
ner depraved, in the same manner that the timid man is;
not as having the whole of depravity. So that neither in
this injustice does he injure himself; for the same thing
might at the same time be subtracted from and added to
the same person; but this is impossible $ but it is necessary
that the unjust and just should always exist between
more persons -than "one* Again, injuring is voluntary,
and from deliberate choice, and an act of aggression yt for
he who, because he has suffered, repays the same, appears

y If A injures B, the act of A must precede any act of B; but if A in*
jures himself, it cannot be said thajfc the act of A precedes the act of Af
for there is only one actt